Language A for the IB Diploma: Concept-based learning: Teaching for Success

The following pages contain some examples of student journal responses to the
assignment given on pages 150—151 of the book Language A for the IB Diploma:
Concept-based learning: Teaching for Success.

Free Write Dichotomies
Movement/Stillness

We move all the time, especially in vallet as the dancer is
the music in motion. As o daamcer you use movement to
express youvr feelings, intevpret music and make people
feel something when they watch us.

The weeks belove a pevformance cav be very stressful
but teusion builds the move time passes. We go fvom
leavning a choveography to practicing and finally
pevfecting it. You can wever be |00% pevfect in dance
but that is what you should aim to ve.

Whew you finally veach the day of your pevformance

you put ow youv costume oune last time, amd thew you stavt
practicing your dance knowing that it's movement will die
aftev the pevformavnce.

Theve is both am aiv of velief but also of strain. Questions
start vuuning through your mind, you question everything
to Ao with the dance in the past weeks, you stavt
Aoubting yourself until you nail one of youv vepetitions
oamd you gain all that confidence.

But it is those wmoments of stillness that weigh on you the
wmost, that moment vight before you go on stage.

Your uawme is called and theve is a moment that you
have wmost Aveaded and ave the wmost excited avout.

I+ Peels like an etevnity has passed until you aven'’t
yourself but you ave aa damcer, and you know that when
you step on that stage the wmusic will come alive with your
movement your emotions povtvayed thvough the movement
oamd you will make pecple feel something.

Showtime ,..
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Journal Questions
3. Make a chart of the Aichotomies of positive and wegative ow p.S

and your own associations. As you vead, continue to add to chart
oamd write o vespouse to one of the Aichotowmies. Does it
Aecoustruct? How and why?

Lightness Darkness
Ephimeral Eternal return
Fineness Coarseness
Warmth Cold

Being Non-being
Imaginary Real
Movement Stillness
Music Silence

Success (failure)

Failure (success)

Fixing mistakes

Repetition of mistakes

Time (free) Time (planned)
Movement Paralysis
Knowledge Ignorance
Positive Negative
Companionship | Loneliness
White Black
Diligence Sloth
Confidence Shyness
Bravery Fear
Happiness Sadness

Throughout veading the
wovel wvearly all the
Alchotomies ave
Aecoustvucted especially
the one betweewn lightuess
omd weight. Kundeva Aoes
this by trying to give
Alffevent approaches to the
Aichotomy, this allows the
veadeyr to form theiv own
opinion although he puts a
move positive counotation on
what approach he velieves
n. For example when he
explains how Beethoven
viewed weight ‘unlike
Parmenides, Beethoven
appavently viewed weight as

something positive. Since the German word Schwer meaus voth
ARLicult amd heavy. Beethovew’s Aifficult vesolution may also
be coustructed as a heavy or weighty vesolution. The weighty is
at one with the voice of Fade (E.s. moss seinl); necessity, weight,
omd value ave three concepts inextricavly bound: only necessity
is heavy, aud only what is heavy has value.’ | think that kondeva
Aecoustructs most of the Aichotomies so that Ao wot get

Lovgotten ov ave lost whew focusing on the stovy.

4. How cam a suitcase contain a life (9)7 Is that a silly idea ov not?

Found on page 9 this line says a lot about the
overall meaning of the suitcase to not ouly
Teveza but also Tomas. In a way the suitcase
both vepreseuts hev old life but also voth of
their feas of bringing their lives together.

The suitcase can be seen as a weight by
Kundeva, it is the insiguificant object that will

affect these two lives significantly, changing almost

evevything about thewm by uuiting these lives.
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This cam also be seen by Teveza's hesitation to bring it Aivectly
and only telling him abvout it later and ‘offer him up hev life’.

The suitcase in some vespects stands fov something biggev, it
stands Lor something that you both in & cevtain way don’t want

ov can’t wamt to have, move out of Lear thau plainly out of making a
siguificant change.

The suitcase uot ouly is heaviness itself butr makes

Tevesa a heavy chavacter to Tomas. It seewms like Teveza is &
burden to Tomas and by intvoducing this suitcase he is also
taking on the burden of her life that he yet to know avout.

The form of putting life in a suitcase is mildly exaggevated,

not that it isu't possible but move that taking your life, putting
everything a suitcase and wmoving is & lavge burden oun the
owneyr of the suitcase. Mostly this Adecision doesu’t £all easily
oamd wmostly is Aviven by fovce of self or other. Forcing you to put
life away and bring it out again somewheve else. Through this
we cav see that Teveza's Aecision of bringing her life in a
sulttcase to Tomas, was & hard Adecision Aviven by stvonger
powers and that Teveza's hesitation show that she might not
even want to bring the vurden of the suitcase on Tomas.

S. A Avawing of the two main chavacters and the Aog. Lavel
them and add chavacteristics (v any way you see fit,

Tevera
- tall
- vespectable
- skinny - @l
- pretty - hamdsome
- shy - confident
- happy but

sad
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S. Track the emotions that Tomas goes through i Hhe text.

.-

S. He continues hawing
sex with othevr wowmen

~.
-—

. whilst being with Teveza,

|. he has stvict vules on X

how to intevact with

women amd avolds amy ’

emotional commections., .

PR

2. He meets Teveza
and is confused 4. He has love amva

about his Leelings compassion £ov Teveza.

towavds hev,

: To LoVE SOMEONE

___OUT of COMPASSION
::,_..;7.; oY MEANS NOT REALLY
el ‘ .. TolovE.

.~

3. He accepts his
Leelings for
hev.
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6. He justifies this,  .---... .
saying that although ’

---------

----- " he sleeps with them " 7. Rawely expresses
he doesw'’t love them his feelings. He is &

(sex omd love ave sepavate). vevy vesevved chavacter.

¢¢¢¢

........

8. He owly expresses ----’

happiness in Zuvich as

Teveza left him, This shows the veader
is very pavadoxical about velationship
since the veader would - between Tomas
expect him to feel & Tevera.
betvayed.

¢. In what ways Aces this book fit into the dialogue
of litevatuve?
Allusions v ULB (shwoop)

) Nietzsche 9) kafka 17) Ae Balzac

2) Pavamenides 10) Andve Breton 18) Jesus/Moses/

3) Tolstoy ==>‘kKavenin’ | 1) Oedipus The old Testament

4) Heuvy Fielding 12) Govky 19) St. Frawmcis of Assist

S) Thomas Mamn [3) Pushkin 20) Valentinus

¢) Socvates 14) Solzhewitsyw 21) Adowm & Eve

7) ‘Gullivev’s Tvavels’ |S) Voltaive 22) Bivle —3p Gemnesis

§) Stewdhal 1¢) “Two Yeavs 23) Tvistowm/Hevcules/
on Holiday’ Rowmolus/Nawcissus

24) Beethoven



