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instructions to candidates

	Do not open this examination paper until instructed to do so.
	Section A: answer the questions on three of the passages.  The three passages should be selected 

from two prescribed topics only.
	Section B: answer one question.
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	 SECTION A  	 [30 marks]

Answer the questions on three of the passages.  The three passages should be selected from two prescribed 
topics only.

1.	 The Homeric Epic

	 (a)	 Homer Odyssey 21.285-304

		  (i)	 At lines 287-304 ( ... ), to whom is Antinoös 
speaking?  To whom does he think he is speaking and what is the fear that 
prompts this speech? [3 marks]

		  (ii)	S can lines 298-9 ( ... ). [2 marks]

		  (iii)	 Translate  ...  (lines 303-4). [3 marks]

		  (iv)	 Why is Antinoös’ rebuke particularly surprising? [2 marks]

290

295

300

285



M07/2/GREEK/HP2/ENG/TZ0/XX+

2207-2952

– � –

Turn over 

	 (b)	 Homer Odyssey 22.344-55

	 (i)	  ...  (lines 344-53) name the speaker of these words 
and explain what he has been doing in the presence of the suitors. [2 marks]

	 (ii)	 Translate  ...  (lines 345-6). [3 marks]

	 (iii)	S can lines 349-50 (  ... ). [2 marks]

	 (iv)	 Give three reasons why, according to the speaker, he should not be 
killed. [3 marks]
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2. 	 Greek Tragedy

	 (a)	 Euripides Medea 389-409

	 (i)	  ...  (lines 390-4).  What two possible futures does 
Medea contemplate here?  Which actually occurs? [2 marks]

	 (ii)	S can lines 396-7 (  ... ). [2 marks]

	 (iii)	 Translate  ...  (lines 399-400). [3 marks]

	 (iv)	 Identify three remarks in this passage likely to provoke the audience to 
lose sympathy with Medea. [3 marks]
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	 (b)	 Euripides Medea 741-58

	 (i)	   ...  (line 741).  What has prompted Aedeus 
to make this remark?  How do his immediately following actions reveal 
his sincerity? [3 marks]

	 (ii)	 Translate  ...  (lines 754-5). [3 marks]

	 (iii)	S can lines 756-7 (  ... ). [2 marks]

	 (iv)	  ...  (line 758).  To what two achievements is Medea 
referring here? [2 marks]
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3.	 Aristophanes’ Comedy	

	 (a) 	 Aristophanes Wasps 121-45
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	 (i)	 Explain the context of this passage. [2 marks]

	 (ii)	S can lines 124-5 (  ... ). [2 marks]

	 (iii)	 Translate  ...  (lines 131-2). [3 marks]

	 (iv)	 Explain the humour either of  ...  (lines 121-4) or of 
 ...  (lines 143-5). [3 marks]
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	 (b)	 Aristophanes Wasps 891-911
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	 (i)	 Explain, without giving details, the general context of this passage. [2 marks]

	 (ii)	S can lines 898-9 (  ...  ). [2 marks]

	 (iii)	 Translate  ...  (lines 900-1). [3 marks]

	 (iv)	 Explain briefly three examples of features of Athenian life being satirized 
here. [3 marks]
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4.	 Herodotus and the beginnings of history.	

	 (a)	 Herodotus 1.40-41

	 (i)	  (line 2).  Explain what this dream had foretold and why 
Croesus’ son thought that it did not apply to the present circumstance. [2 marks]

	 (ii)	 Translate  ...  (lines 5-7). [3 marks]

	 (iii)	 What does Croesus do, according to this passage, which suggests that he 
is not entirely confident about his son’s safety? [2 marks]

	 (iv)	 Immediately after this passage, what two conflicting calculations occur to 
Adrastus, and what does he decide to do? [3 marks]
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	 (b) 	 Herodotus 1.84.4-85

	 (i)	  ...  (lines 1-3).  What two facts have made it seem 
impossible for the Persians to enter the city, and what happened to disprove 
one of them? [3 marks]

	 (ii)	  ...  (lines 11-14).  To what problem does 
this oracle refer, and how was it fulfilled? [2 marks]

	 (iii)	   (lines 17-18).  What was  
Croesus’attitude at this point, and why was his son’s reaction important for 
the rest of the story? [2 marks]

	 (iv)	 Translate  ...  (lines 18-20). [3 marks]
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5.	 Socrates portrayed by Plato	

	 (a)	 Plato Apology 26e6-27c2

	 (i)	 From which two possible beliefs about the gods has Socrates just asked 
Meletus to choose the one he thought described Socrates’ belief?  Which 
one did Meletus choose? [2 marks]

	 (ii)	  (line 3).  Explain whether, in your opinion, 
Socrates is justified in using these words of Meletus.  You will be judged 
on the quality of your response, not on the conclusion you come to. [3 marks]

	 (iii)	  (line 14).  Why was it necessary for 
Socrates to say this? [2 marks]

	 (iv)	 Translate  ...  (lines 19-21). [3 marks]
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	 (b)	 Plato Apology 40e7-41c8

	 (i)	 Translate  ...  (lines 6-8). [3 marks]

	 (ii)	   (lines 10-11).  What features 
of the stories of these two men explain why Socrates would think them 
similar to himself? [3 marks]

	 (iii)	  ...  (lines 13-15).  Why is this sentence particularly 
likely to irritate Socrates’ judges? [2 marks]

	 (iv)	  ...  (lines 21-23).  What two things does Socrates 
think he will be safe from in the afterlife? [2 marks]
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	 SECTION B  	 [10 marks]

Answer one question from this section.

6.	S how with evidence from both the Odyssey and the Iliad, Homer’s ability to treat pathos.

7.	C ompare and contrast the skill in a plot construction found in any two of the tragedies you have 
read. 

8.	 Analyse two scenes from two different plays of Aristophanes to illustrate his versatility.

9.	 What,  in your opinion, are the most important differences between Herodotus and Thucydides as 
historians?  You should support your conclusions with reference to Heredotus 1 and Thucydides 7.

10.	 “Reading Plato’s account of Socrates releases us from the fear of death.”  Support or contradict this 
statement using at least two of Apology, Euthyphro, Crito, and Phaedo.


