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Section 1: Indigenous societies and cultures in the Americas (c750–1500)

1. “Empires had a more efficient political organization than confederations.” Discuss.

2. Evaluate the impact of systems of exchange on two indigenous societies.

Section 2: European explorations and conquests in the Americas (c1492–c1600)

3. Discuss the impact of Columbus’s exploration on the Americas.

4. “Political instability was the most significant factor in the defeat of the Incas.” Discuss.

Section 3: Colonial government in the New World (1500–1800)

5. To what extent did two colonial governments overcome political challenges?

6. Examine the impact of Anglo-French rivalry on North America up to 1763.

Section 4: Religion in the New World (1500–1800)

7. Evaluate the influence of the Catholic Church in Spanish and Portuguese America.

8. “The political organization of religious orders was more successful than their economic 
organization.” Discuss with reference to one religious order in the Americas.

Section 5: Slavery and the New World (1500–1800)

9. Discuss the economic impact of slavery in the New World.

10. Discuss the nature and impact of slave rebellions.
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Section 6: Independence movements (1763–1830)

11. With reference to the period from 1763 to 1776, discuss the crises that led to the thirteen 
British colonies in North America declaring independence.

12. Compare and contrast the independence processes in two Latin American countries.

Section 7: Nation-building and challenges (c1780–c1870)

13. “Caudillos offered an effective response to the challenges of independence.” Discuss with 
reference to one caudillo.

14. Examine the causes and effects of the 1837 rebellions in Canada.

Section 8: United States’ Civil War: Causes, course and effects (1840–1877)

15. Examine the arguments that were made for and against slavery in the United States during 
the period.

16. “Sectionalism was the main cause of the Civil War.” Discuss.

Section 9: The development of modern nations (1865–1929)

17. Evaluate the impact of urbanization on the development of two countries of the Americas.

18. Discuss the factors that influenced developments in the arts in two countries of the Americas.

Section 10: Emergence of the Americas in global affairs (1880–1929)

19. “Economic interests led to the entry of the US into the First World War.” To what extent do you 
agree with this statement?

20. Evaluate the economic impact of the First World War on two countries of the Americas.
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Section 11: The Mexican Revolution (1884–1940)

21. Evaluate the contribution of Porfirio Díaz to the outbreak of the Mexican Revolution.

22. Examine the aims and achievements of Pancho Villa during the Mexican Revolution.

Section 12: The Great Depression and the Americas (mid 1920s–1939)

23. Compare and contrast the responses of Herbert Hoover and Franklin D Roosevelt to the 
Great Depression.

24. Evaluate the effectiveness of the response to the Great Depression in one country in  
Latin America.

Section 13: The Second World War and the Americas (1933–1945)

25. “The contributions of countries in the Americas to the Second World War were limited.” 
Discuss with reference to two countries.

26. Discuss the social impact of the Second World War on one country in the Americas.

Section 14: Political developments in Latin America (1945–1980)

27. “Fidel Castro’s social and cultural policies were more successful than his economic policies.” 
Discuss.

28. Compare and contrast the rise to power of two populist leaders in the Americas.

Section 15: Political developments in the United States (1945–1980) and Canada (1945–1982)

29. “Kennedy failed to implement his New Frontier programme.” To what extent do you agree with 
this statement?

30. Evaluate the impact of Nixon’s domestic policies.
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Section 16: The Cold War and the Americas (1945–1981)

31. Evaluate the reasons for US participation in the Korean War.

32. Examine the impact of the Cold War on the foreign policy of either Canada or one Latin 
American country.

Section 17: Civil rights and social movements in the Americas post-1945

33. Examine the tactics and successes of African-American civil rights organizations up to 1965.

34. “Feminist movements had a positive impact on societies in the Americas.” Discuss.

Section 18: The Americas (1980–2005)

35. Discuss the post-transition challenges experienced by two countries of Latin America.

36. “Economic cooperation in the Americas was beneficial to the region.” Discuss.
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