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Instructions to candidates

 y Write your session number in the boxes above.
 y Do not open this examination paper until instructed to do so.
 y Translate one text.
 y Your translation must be written within the answer box provided.
 y A dictionary is permitted for this examination paper.
 y The maximum mark for this examination paper is [180 marks].
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Translate one text into English. Your translation must be written within the answer box provided.

1. Cicero argues that envy and rumour have served to disgrace and condemn his client, 
Aulus Cluentius, even before a trial is held. He expresses his confidence that the judges 
will be impartial and will acquit based on the facts of the case.

ego me, iudices, ad eam causam accedere quae iam per annos octo continuos ex contraria parte 

audiatur atque ipsa opinione hominum tacita prope convicta atque damnata sit facile intellego; 

sed si qui mihi deus vestram ad me audiendum benivolentiam conciliarit, efficiam profecto ut 

intellegatis nihil esse homini tam timendum quam invidiam, nihil innocenti suscepta invidia tam 

optandum quam aequum iudicium, quod in hoc uno denique falsae infamiae finis aliqui atque 

exitus reperiatur. quam ob rem magna me spes tenet, si quae sunt in causa explicare atque omnia 

dicendo consequi potuero, hunc locum consessumque vestrum, quem illi horribilem A. Cluentio 

ac formidolosum fore putaverunt, eum tandem eius fortunae miserae multumque iactatae portum 

ac perfugium futurum.

Cicero, Pro Cluentio 7

5
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2. Alcmene recounts the birth of Hercules.

Herculis1 illam

imperiis thalamoque animoque receperat Hyllus2

inpleratque uterum generoso semine, cum sic

incipit Alcmene3: “faveant tibi numina saltem

conripiantque moras, tum cum matura vocabis

praepositam timidis parientibus Ilithyiam4,

quam mihi difficilem Iunonis5 gratia fecit.

namque laboriferi cum iam natalis adesset

Herculis et decimum premeretur sidere signum,

tendebat gravitas uterum mihi, quodque ferebam,

tantum erat, ut posses auctorem dicere tecti

ponderis esse Iovem6. nec iam tolerare labores

ulterius poteram: quin nunc quoque frigidus artus,

dum loquor, horror habet, parsque est meminisse doloris.

septem ego per noctes, totidem cruciata diebus,

fessa malis tendensque ad caelum bracchia magno

Lucinam7 Nixosque8 pares clamore vocabam.

Ovid, Metamorphoses 9.278–294 

1 Hercules, is (m): Hercules
2 Hyllus, i (m): a son of Hercules
3 Alcmene, is (f): the mother of Hercules
4 Ilithyia, ae (f): Ilithyia, goddess of childbirth (Greek name)
5 Iuno, onis (f): Juno
6 Iuppiter, Iovis (m): Jupiter
7 Lucina, ae (f): Lucina, goddess of childbirth (Roman name)
8 Nixi, orum (m): Nixi, the three guardians of women in childbirth

280

285

290
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