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General marking instructions 

These notes to examiners are intended only as guidelines to assist marking. They are not offered 
as an exhaustive and fixed set of features which all answers must include. 

Answers which do not follow the approach suggested in the guiding question, but have provided 
an alternative formal or technical focus should be rewarded appropriately in line with the 
assessment criteria. 

Instructions générales pour la notation 

Ces notes ne sont que simples lignes directrices pour aider les examinateurs lors de la notation. 
Elles ne peuvent en aucun cas être considérées comme un ensemble fixe et exhaustif de 
caractéristiques que les réponses doivent présenter. 

Les réponses qui ne suivent pas l’approche suggérée dans la question d’orientation, mais qui 
ont adopté un autre angle technique ou formel doivent être récompensées de manière 
appropriée, conformément aux critères d’évaluation. 

Instrucciones generales para la corrección 

El objetivo de estas notas para los examinadores es servir de directrices a fin de ayudar en la 
corrección. No deben considerarse un conjunto fijo y exhaustivo de características que deban 
estar presentes en todas las respuestas. 

Las respuestas que no sigan el enfoque recomendado en la pregunta de orientación, pero 
posean un enfoque alternativo, de carácter formal o técnico, también deberán ser valoradas 
de acuerdo con los criterios de evaluación. 
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1. 

Literary form 

Drama – Anna in the Tropics by Nilo Cruz. 

Elements of the text significant for analysis 

• overall tension in the relationship between Cheché and the women
• a pleasant sense of the positive, artistic tension created by the lector’s habit of finishing the

day’s reading ‘when he gets to the good part’ in order to create a sense of tension as the
workers are left ‘in suspense’ and ‘wanting more’

• the women’s praise of the lector, who represents a different kind of masculinity to Cheché and
Palomo, conveys a sense of his charisma and the power he holds over the workers’
imagination, e.g. similes used to praise the lector – ‘it’s like hearing a bird sing when he
reads’...’the fragrance wraps itself around the words like smoke.’

• Cheché‘s antipathy towards the lector – he is dismissive of ‘love stories’ and appears to
remain unmoved e.g. ‘I never hear the story the same way that you do..’

• the ambiguous presentation of Palomo, who appears to support both camps e.g. ‘that’s
because we are men’ and then ‘I’d like to hear what you have to say’ and ‘I like love stories’

• the women feel the liberating power of literature and use it as a tool to empower them e.g.
‘Only a fool can fail to understand the importance of having a lector read to us while we work’
(Ofelia) and ‘Some of us cigar workers might not be able to read or write, but we can recite
lines from Don Quixote or Jane Eyre’

• effect on the characters of listening to the text in a group rather than reading the text for
themselves; discussion and tension generated e.g. ‘Now they’ll sigh and chat about the love
story for hours’ (Cheché)

• sense of cohesion in the group of women ‘Mamá you did well in sending for him’ (Conchita)
and ‘Don’t pay them any mind’ (Conchita)

• Cheché is interrupted by Ofelia and his ideas are dismissed ‘we’re not going to do away with
the lector’

• Cheché’s preference for ‘a detective story’ is dismissed by Marela ‘They’re not very literary,
Chester’ and creates a possible moment of humour and diffusion of some tension (for the
audience), noting the impact of the use of his full name

• the women create their own imaginative responses to the novel – there is a sense of
escapism e.g. ‘I see them in a little room..’  and more practically, ‘There is nothing like reading
a winter book in the middle of summer..’ – cold vs heat and even prompts thoughts of a literal
journey ‘I just want to borrow a fur coat from my friend Cookie Salazar and go to Russia’

• the power of literature to transform/inspire some of the characters e.g. Conchita, Marela and
Ofelia’s exchange at the end of the extract - ‘Well, I don’t know about you...’ ‘Me too..’ and ‘He
chose the right book..’ shows their sense of enjoyment and their ability to be affected by
literature

• Cheché's dismissal of the women's thoughts at the end of the extract - ‘Help me with the
boxes’ - practicality vs imagination, but noting the fact he removes himself from the tense
exchange

• ultimately it appears the tension between Cheché’s views and the women’s views remains
unchanged – possibly foreshadowing further tension between them.
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2. 

Literary form 

Elements of the text significant for analysis 
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