
Paper 2 assessment criteria  
 
Criterion A — Focus on the question  
 
To understand the requirements of the question students must identify the problem or issue being 
raised by the question. Students may simply identify the problem by restating the question or 
breaking down the question. Students who go beyond this by explaining the problem are showing 
that they understand the issues or problems. 

 

 

Criterion B — Knowledge and understanding 
 
This criterion rewards students for demonstrating their knowledge and understanding of specific 

areas of psychology. It is important to credit relevant knowledge and understanding that is targeted 

at addressing the question and explained in sufficient detail. 

 

Criterion C — Use of research to support answer  
 
Psychology is evidence based so it is expected that students will use their knowledge of research to 
support their argument. There is no prescription as to which or how many pieces of research are 
appropriate for their response. As such it becomes important that the research selected is relevant 
and useful in supporting the response. One piece of research that makes the points relevant to the 
answer is better than several pieces that repeat the same point over and over. 
 



 
 

Criterion D — Critical thinking  

 
This criterion credits students who demonstrate an inquiring and reflective attitude to their 
understanding of psychology. There are a number of areas where students may demonstrate critical 
thinking about the knowledge and understanding used in their responses and the research used to 
support that knowledge and understanding. The areas of critical thinking are:  
 
• research design and methodologies 
• triangulation 
• assumptions and biases 
• contradictory evidence or alternative theories or explanations 

• areas of uncertainty. 
 
These areas are not hierarchical and not all areas will be relevant in a response. In addition, students 
could demonstrate a very limited critique of methodologies, for example, and a well-developed 
evaluation of areas of uncertainty in the same response. As a result a holistic judgement of their 
achievement in this criterion should be made when awarding marks. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Criterion E — Clarity and organization  

 
This criterion credits students for presenting their response in a clear and organized manner. A good 
response would require no re-reading to understand the points made or the train of thought 
underpinning the argument. 
 

 


