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Exemplar - Grade 4 

Task 1 (50 marks) 

Text 1 

This is an extract from an article published in 

the Sacramento Bee (California, USA). 

Sammy Caiola (2014) 

Seniors take steps toward better health 

with mall walking clubs 

Just before 8am Tuesday, Glenn Roth 

entered at the south end of Sunrise Mall 

for his tri-weekly morning walk. With two 

wizened hands, the Sacramento resident 

gripped his maroon walker and shuffled 

past potted palm trees, plastic benches 

and a variety of storefronts before passing 

by the mall's food court where - 

unbeknownst to him - dozens of fellow 

mall walkers were awaiting his arrival. 

Roth recently turned 100, as stated on the 

"World's Most Awesome 100-Year-Old" T 

shirt he wore Tuesday, and was 

celebrating the occasion with the Sunrise 

Mall Friends-in-Fitness program. The early 

morning walking club, like similar 

programs at malls across Sacramento, is a 

testament to the health benefits of putting 

one foot in front of the other. 

"When my sweetie was still here, we said we 

would stay active instead of staying home and 

watching the tube," said Roth, who attributes 

his longevity to the fitness program. "And now I 

have all these wonderful friends. If I stop 

walking I'll get old and feeble, and I don't want 

to do that." 

Roth is one of 3,000 mall walkers signed up for 

the program, which began in 1989 with the 

support of Mercy General Hospital. About 100 

members show up on a daily basis, said 

Sunrise Assistant General Manager Susie 

Rodgers, and are let in two hours before the 

mall officially opens to complete their desired 

number of laps around the .75-mile ground-

floor loop. While the program is open to people 

of all ages, it largely attracts older adults, who 

appreciate the security and climate of the 

indoor mall, she said. 

At Arden Fair mall, the Inside Track program, 

supported by Sutter Heart and Vascular 

Institute, offers prizes such as sweatbands and 

gym bags to walkers who log the most mileage. 

"It's an incentive for healthy living," said Jamie 

McDaniels, senior marketing manager for 

Arden Fair. "From a business standpoint, 

obviously we're generating footsteps into the 

mall and they get exposed to the different retail 

promotions. But it's more about generating 

community." 

Seventy-one-year-old John Hayes, a Type 1 

diabetic, began his mall trek 550 days ago after 

recovering from a quadruple bypass and leg 

clots. He made the decision to purchase a 

pedometer because he wanted to be able to 

play with his grandchildren, he said. He is now 

18 pounds thinner, sleeping better and no 

longer requires blood pressure medication. 

Mostly, though, he's enjoyed getting to know 

the mall and its staff. 

"The mall is a dynamic organism; it's always 

changing," Hayes said. "I would have missed it 

if I hadn't been a mall walker." 

Glenn Roth, 100, of Foothill Farms takes his regular 

fitness walk through Sunrise Mall on Tuesday in Citrus 

Heights. He's part of a mall-walking group that meets 

at the shopping center. 



Timing recommendation for question parts 1a to 1e: 15 minutes 

These question parts are assessed according to criterion A (Analysing). They are worth 15 marks. 

Text 1 

Question 1a (2 marks) 

From paragraph one, select two words/phrases which suggest that Glenn Roth is an old man. 

(i) 

(ii) 

Question 1b (3 marks) 

From paragraph two to the end of the extract, summarize the main reasons why the mall walks 

are beneficial. You should use your own words. 

1/2 - The candidate earns one mark for the phrase "gripped his maroon walker". The 
response "Roth recently turned 100" is not from paragraph one and is more than a 
suggestion of old age.  

2/3 - The candidate summarizes two of the main benefits of mall walking: health and 
social.  



Text 2 

"Secret London: Midnight Mall Rats" 

This is a short film created by Tara Manandhar about the world of Stratford Mall skaters in London. 

Question 1c (2 marks) 

The filmmaker builds a relationship between the viewer and the skaters. Explain one way she 

does this through the use of: 

o camera angle/positioning

o tone

Question 1d (4 marks) 

Identify two ways the skaters are characterized in the film. Support each idea with a specific 

example from Text 2. 

 Characterization

 Example

1/2 - The candidate earns one mark for explaining the effect of a camera angle 
focused on the skaters but does not clearly address tone.  

Anirudh Shenoy
Here's the link for the video:
https://youtu.be/0Rc0YyS8X7M



 Characterization

 Example

Question 1e (4 marks) 

"The security man from McDonald's bought a pair of skates... so I said 'what are you doing 

here?' and he's like 'well I just finished my shift, so I've come back to skate.'   " (02:17 to 02:29) 

Analyse why this comment is important to the story in the film. 

2/4 - The candidate identifies one clear characterization and provides an 
appropriate example. As "community" is not an appropriate characterization, no 
marks can be awarded for the example.  

2/4 - The candidate adequately analyzes how the quote suggests a sense of 
community building in the film.   



Question 1f (35 marks) 

Timing recommendation: 35 minutes 

 This question part is assessed according to criteria A (Analysing), B (Organizing) and D (Using
language)

 This question part is worth 35 marks (A – 15 marks, B – 10 marks and D – 10 marks)

Texts 1 and 2 

Compare and contrast how the writer and filmmaker create a sense of community in each of the texts. 

Make detailed reference to both texts in your answer. 

1 f Criterion A 7 / 15 
1 f Criterion B 5 / 10 
1 f Criterion D 6 / 10 
A: The candidate adequately analyses some similarities between the texts, offering 
supporting quotes and examples of how detail and imagery are used to create a sense of 
community. A sense of purpose (fitness/interest/socialization) is also explored. B: The 
response is adequately organized to address comparisons between the two texts. The 
candidate employs transitions and ideas build in a coherent and logical manner. D: The 
candidate uses a range of appropriate vocabulary with some variation in sentence 
structures. Register is suitable for the task and communication is effective, despite some 
minor errors in grammar and punctuation.  



Task 2 (35 marks) 

Timing recommendation: 35 minutes 

• This task is assessed according to criteria B (Organizing), C (Producing text) and D (Using
language).

• This task is worth 35 marks (B - 10 marks, C - 15 marks, D -10 marks).

Look at the images below and respond to the prompt. 

Image 1 Image 2

You have been asked to write a story for your school's library project. The project's goal is 

that these stories will be saved and not read for 100 years. Using one of the images, create 

the opening of your story. 

In your opening, you might consider focusing on any of the following literary features: 

Narration, setting, characterization, conflict, plot, and/or theme 



2 Criterion B 6 / 10 
2 Criterion C 7 / 15 
2 Criterion D 6 / 10 
B: The candidate effectively organizes ideas that build toward a conclusion. The opening of the 
story is coherently presented and serves the intention of the task. C: The response demonstrates 
some imagination and sensitivity through the imaginative development of relevant details from the 
image. Some stylistic choices regarding setting, characterization and internal conflict demonstrate 
an awareness of impact on an audience. D: The candidate uses a range of vocabulary and 
sentence structures that, while basic, is suitable to the task. Register is appropriate throughout and 
communication remains effective with minimal errors.  



Task 3 (35 marks) 

Timing recommendation: 35 minutes 

• Global context: Personal and cultural expression: artistry, craft, creation, beauty.

• This task is assessed according to criteria B (Organizing), C (Producing text) and D (Using
language).

• This task is worth 35 marks (B - 10 marks, C - 15 marks, D -10 marks).

Create a speech to introduce the creative person who has had the greatest influence on you. 

You should justify your response with details that support your understanding or perception of 

the global context personal and cultural expression. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 Criterion B 5 / 10 
3 Criterion C 7 / 15 
3 Criterion D 5 / 10 
B: The candidate establishes an adequate structure for the speech, employing some transitions and 
developing ideas in a logical and generally coherent manner. C: The response demonstrates some 
understanding of the global context through the use of relevant examples about a creative influence. The 
candidate has explored some perspectives with a degree of sensitivity. Some stylistic choices such as 
rhetorical questioning demonstrate an awareness of the text type and impact on audience. D: The "best 
fit" application of the markscheme has been applied here. While the candidate's register and style serve 
the context and intention of the task, errors in grammar, syntax, and punctuation sometimes hinder 
communication. While somewhat varied, the range of vocabulary and sentence structures is adequate for 
the task.  



Exemplar - Grade 6 

Task 1 (50 marks) 

Text 1 

This is an extract from an article published in 

the Sacramento Bee (California, USA). 

Sammy Caiola (2014) 

Seniors take steps toward better health 

with mall walking clubs 

Just before 8am Tuesday, Glenn Roth 

entered at the south end of Sunrise Mall 

for his tri-weekly morning walk. With two 

wizened hands, the Sacramento resident 

gripped his maroon walker and shuffled 

past potted palm trees, plastic benches 

and a variety of storefronts before passing 

by the mall's food court where - 

unbeknownst to him - dozens of fellow 

mall walkers were awaiting his arrival. 

Roth recently turned 100, as stated on the 

"World's Most Awesome 100-Year-Old" T 

shirt he wore Tuesday, and was 

celebrating the occasion with the Sunrise 

Mall Friends-in-Fitness program. The early 

morning walking club, like similar 

programs at malls across Sacramento, is a 

testament to the health benefits of putting 

one foot in front of the other. 

"When my sweetie was still here, we said we 

would stay active instead of staying home and 

watching the tube," said Roth, who attributes 

his longevity to the fitness program. "And now I 

have all these wonderful friends. If I stop 

walking I'll get old and feeble, and I don't want 

to do that." 

Roth is one of 3,000 mall walkers signed up for 

the program, which began in 1989 with the 

support of Mercy General Hospital. About 100 

members show up on a daily basis, said 

Sunrise Assistant General Manager Susie 

Rodgers, and are let in two hours before the 

mall officially opens to complete their desired 

number of laps around the .75-mile ground-

floor loop. While the program is open to people 

of all ages, it largely attracts older adults, who 

appreciate the security and climate of the 

indoor mall, she said. 

At Arden Fair mall, the Inside Track program, 

supported by Sutter Heart and Vascular 

Institute, offers prizes such as sweatbands and 

gym bags to walkers who log the most mileage. 

"It's an incentive for healthy living," said Jamie 

McDaniels, senior marketing manager for 

Arden Fair. "From a business standpoint, 

obviously we're generating footsteps into the 

mall and they get exposed to the different retail 

promotions. But it's more about generating 

community." 

Seventy-one-year-old John Hayes, a Type 1 

diabetic, began his mall trek 550 days ago after 

recovering from a quadruple bypass and leg 

clots. He made the decision to purchase a 

pedometer because he wanted to be able to 

play with his grandchildren, he said. He is now 

18 pounds thinner, sleeping better and no 

longer requires blood pressure medication. 

Mostly, though, he's enjoyed getting to know 

the mall and its staff. 

"The mall is a dynamic organism; it's always 

changing," Hayes said. "I would have missed it 

if I hadn't been a mall walker." 

Glenn Roth, 100, of Foothill Farms takes his regular 

fitness walk through Sunrise Mall on Tuesday in Citrus 

Heights. He's part of a mall-walking group that meets 

at the shopping center. 



Timing recommendation for question parts 1a to 1e: 15 minutes 

These question parts are assessed according to criterion A (Analysing). They are worth 15 marks. 

Text 1 

Question 1a (2 marks) 

From paragraph one, select two words/phrases which suggest that Glenn Roth is an old man. 

(i) 

(ii) 

Question 1b (3 marks) 

From paragraph two to the end of the extract, summarize the main reasons why the mall walks 

are beneficial. You should use your own words. 

1/2 - The candidate earns one mark for the second response (walks, 
shuffles). The first response about tri-weekly walks does not suggest his age. 

3/3 - The candidate provides a thorough summary of the main benefits of mall 
walking (health and social) and explains additional benefits such as safety for 
the walkers and business for the shop owners.  



Text 2 

"Secret London: Midnight Mall Rats" 

This is a short film created by Tara Manandhar about the world of Stratford Mall skaters in London. 

Question 1c (2 marks) 

The filmmaker builds a relationship between the viewer and the skaters. Explain one way she 

does this through the use of: 

o camera angle/positioning

o tone

Question 1d (4 marks) 

Identify two ways the skaters are characterized in the film. Support each idea with a specific 

example from Text 2. 

 Characterization

 Example

2/2 - The candidate earns full marks for providing a clear explanation of how 
camera angle/positioning and tone are used to help build a relationship 
between the viewer and the skaters. 



 

 Characterization 
 
 
 

 Example 

 

 

 

Question 1e (4 marks) 

"The security man from McDonald's bought a pair of skates... so I said 'what are you doing 

here?' and he's like 'well I just finished my shift, so I've come back to skate.'   " (02:17 to 02:29) 
 
 

Analyse why this comment is important to the story in the film. 

 
 

4/4 - The candidate offers two valid characterizations of the skaters and 
supports these with relevant justification from the film.  
 

2/4 - The candidate adequately comments on the importance of the quotation 
(that people want to be part of this growing skating community) but has not 
explored the irony of the security guard's participation.  
 



Question 1f (35 marks) 

Timing recommendation: 35 minutes 

 This question part is assessed according to criteria A (Analysing), B (Organizing) and D (Using
language)

 This question part is worth 35 marks (A – 15 marks, B – 10 marks and D – 10 marks)

Texts 1 and 2 

Compare and contrast how the writer and filmmaker create a sense of community in each of the texts. 

Make detailed reference to both texts in your answer. 

A: 12/15 
B: 7/10 
D: 7/10 
A: The candidate provides a perceptive analysis of content, features, and impact on audience 
while exploring obvious and more implicit connections between the texts (such as how each 
presents its community members). Similarities and differences are explored with generally 
detailed justification and, at times, thoughtful commentary. A strong conclusion evaluates the 
impact of each text. B: The candidate uses organizational structures effectively. Ideas build in a 
generally coherent and logical manner and there is an attempt to integrate direct references from 
the text, with some success. D: The candidate uses a register that serves the context and 
intention. There is a varied range of vocabulary and sentence structures appropriate to the task. 
General accuracy is shown in grammar, syntax and punctuation.  



Task 2 (35 marks) 

Timing recommendation: 35 minutes 

• This task is assessed according to criteria B (Organizing), C (Producing text) and D (Using
language).

• This task is worth 35 marks (B - 10 marks, C - 15 marks, D -10 marks).

Look at the images below and respond to the prompt. 

Image 1 Image 2

You have been asked to write a story for your school's library project. The project's goal is 

that these stories will be saved and not read for 100 years. Using one of the images, create 

the opening of your story. 

In your opening, you might consider focusing on any of the following literary features: 

Narration, setting, characterization, conflict, plot, and/or theme 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B: 7/10 
C: 10/15 
D: 7/10 
B: The candidate effectively uses organizational structures that serve the context and 
intention of a creative narrative. Ideas are mostly coherent and build on each other in a 
logical manner, progressing from a conflict established in the introduction to a thoughtful 
resolution. C:  The candidate’s response is realistic and explores the image and prompt with  
originality, including relevant descriptive details and a nature-based conflict. Linguistic 
choices are evident and demonstrate an awareness of impact on audience.  Literary devices 
are limited.  D: The candidate uses a varied range of well-chosen vocabulary and sentence 
structures. The register serves the context of a creative narrative. Despite some errors, 
communication is generally clear.  



Task 3 (35 marks) 

Timing recommendation: 35 minutes 

• Global context: Personal and cultural expression: artistry, craft, creation, beauty.

• This task is assessed according to criteria B (Organizing), C (Producing text) and D (Using
language).

• This task is worth 35 marks (B - 10 marks, C - 15 marks, D -10 marks).

Create a speech to introduce the creative person who has had the greatest influence on you. 

You should justify your response with details that support your understanding or perception of 

the global context personal and cultural expression. 

B: 7/10 
C: 11/15 
D: 8/10 
B: The candidate effectively organizes this introductory speech to explain her father's creative 
influence on her identity. Structures help connect ideas to her audience on a personal level and 
examples build toward a reflective conclusion. C: The candidate demonstrates considerable insight in 
her reflection on experiences with her father. Thoughtful stylistic choices connect examples to the 
global context, highlighting good understanding. Sufficient details contribute to a clear exploration of 
perspectives both personal and social. D: The candidate uses a varied range of vocabulary and 
intentional sentence structures. Register serves the context and intention well and errors are minor.  


