
The TOK Exhibition Commentary Structure recommended by IB Mastery

https://www.ibmastery.com/blog/the-tok-exhibition

1. Title

What to write:

○ Write (or better-yet paste) the prompt you chose at the top of the
document, in bold and centered. Make sure it is exactly the same as it is
written in the guide and include the prompt number with it. (Here is the
list.)

○ For example: “1. What counts as knowledge?”
○

2. Introduction (30 words)

What to write:

○ An  introduction isn’t required (so you can skip this part if you want), but a
short one is helpful to frame your exploration.

○ State what you’re taking the prompt question to mean.
○ Explain why it is an interesting question to explore, what your first

thoughts on the prompt are or why it’s more complicated than it might
seem at first.

○ For example, “One popular definition of knowledge is that it is “justified
true belief.” However, there are many different types of knowledge and
some of them don’t fit neatly within that definition.” (That’s 30 words)

3. Object 1 (290 words)

What to write:

○ Start with an image of your first object. Center it on the page, and make it
around ¼ of the page in size, so it’s easy to see. This image should be
taken by you, rather than an image you found online.

○ Explain what the image is and it’s real-world context in your life-- where
and how you used it. Or, if you’re talking about something that you don’t
use yourself (i.e. a Donald Trump tweet), then explain the real-world
context it exists in.

○ Make it clear that this is a real object, which you know about. For
example, “This is the calculator I use in SL Maths, especially to graph
functions --such as this one "f(x)=1/x". The TI-84 allows me to graph
functions without really understanding what functions even are. I still
sometimes have difficulty explaining why this function works like this, or
why it is a rational function, but the calculator allowed me to know what
every point on the graph looks like.”

○ Link the context of the image to your prompt question. Tell us what your
object suggests is the answer to the prompt. For example, “This leaves
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open the question, of how much knowledge I have of functions.” (This
example is continued in the members area).

○ Include very clear links to the between the object and the prompt
question. Make sure these links are well-explained.

○ Make sure it’s clear how the “specific real-world context” of your object
makes it a good example of the thing you’re trying to show (i.e. How the
way I’ve been using the calculator could make it perhaps unclear whether
my ability to graph the function would make it count as knowledge or not
(Remember: the prompt we chose was 1. What counts as knowledge?, so
we’re always linking the object back to that prompt).

4. Object 2 (290 words)

What to write:

○ Show the image of your second object.
○ Explain the context of your second object and develop this explanation.
○ Link your explanation of the context to your prompt
○ Make sure the point you're making about the prompt, using your second

object, is not the same point you’ve made before.

5. Object 3 (290 words)

What to write:

○ Show the image of your third object.
○ Explain the context of your third object and develop this explanation.
○ Link your explanation of the context to your prompt
○ Make sure the point you're making about the prompt, using your third

object, is not the same point you’ve made before.
○

6. Conclusion (50 words)

What to write:

○ Summarize and very briefly synthesize what your 3 objects have shown is
the answer (or are the answers) to your prompt question.

○ Use your object to comment on the Prompt question and to talk about how
Theory of Knowledge manifests in the world around us.
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