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Option 1 — The Fatimids AH297-567 / AD909-1171

1.  Analyse the achievements of the Fatimid ruler al-Muizz.

2. How and why did the Fatimids challenge the Abbasid Caliphs as leaders of the Umma?

Option 2 — The Ottomans AH680-1342 / AD1400-1566

3. Discuss the rise of the Ottomans.

4.  How successful was the reign of Selim I (AH918-926 / AD1512-1520)?

Option 3 — Warfare in the medieval Islamic world

5. Evaluate the part played by jihad movements in the Muslim response to the Crusades.

6.  Assess the significance of the battle of al-Qadisiyya.

Option 4 — Muslim rule in Spain AH92-897 / AD711-1492

7.  Discuss the role of Christians and Jews in Muslim Spain.

8.  What were the major characteristics of government in Umayyad Spain?

Option 5 — The intellectual contribution of Islam

9. What were the achievements of the medieval Islamic world in the field of science?

10. Assess the contribution to classical Islamic thought made by either Ibn Sina or al-Ghazali.

Option 6 — The Islamic city, and Islamic art and architecture

11. What were the main features of the medieval Islamic city?

12. Assess the importance of either the Great Mosque of Cordoba or the Blue Mosque in
Istanbul.
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