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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

� Do not open this examination paper until instructed to do so.
� Section A: answer the questions on three of the passages.  The three passages should be selected 

from two prescribed topics only.
� Section B: answer one question.
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 SECTION A   [30 marks]

Answer the questions on three of the passages.  The three passages should be selected from two prescribed 
topics only.

1. The Homeric epic:

(a)     Homer Odyssey 21.221-41

  (i) Name one of the men to whom Odysseus has been speaking. What do they 
see in line 221 and what is its significance? [2 marks]

  (ii) Translate  (lines 226-7). [2 marks]

  (iii) Scan lines 230-1 . [2 marks]

  (iv) What two problems does Odysseus anticipate in lines 232-41 
? How does he plan to overcome 

them? [4 marks]
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Turn over 

(b)     Homer Odyssey 22.170-93

  (i) According to lines 171-7 , who 
would be fought by Odysseus and Telemachus, and who would be arrested 
by the swineherd and the oxherd. [2 marks]

  (ii) What characteristic feature of Homeric epic is exemplified by lines 
175-6  and 192-3 

? Against whom is its savagery 
directed, and why? [3 marks]

  (iii) Scan lines 178-9 . [2 marks]

  (iv) Explain the pathos of lines 184-6 .  What, 
in your opinion, is its probable effect upon the hearer or reader? [3 marks]
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2. Greek Tragedy:

(a)     Euripides Medea 338-56

  (i) What was Medea pleading for immediately before this passage? What 
does she ask for now? [2 marks]

  (ii) Scan lines 340-1 . [2 marks]

  (iii) Translate  (lines 344-5). [2 marks]

  (iv) Choose two passages from the extract which might persuade an audience 
to sympathize with Medea less and with Creon more, showing how they 
do so. [4 marks]
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Turn over 

(b)     Euripides Medea 609-26

  (i) What was Jason’s main argument in the passage leading up to this 
extract? [2 marks]

  (ii) Translate  (lines 614-5). [2 marks]

  (iii) Scan lines 619-20 . [2 marks]

  (iv) What two contrasting outcomes are Jason and Medea trying to achieve in 
this extract? Justify your answer with one quotation from each of them. [4 marks]
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3. Aristophanes’ Comedy:

(a)     Aristophanes Wasps 650-67

  (i)  (line 650).  Explain the humour of this 
phrase. [2 marks]

  (ii) Translate  lines 653-4). [2 marks]

  (iii) Identify four of the taxes and sources of revenue listed in lines 658-9
, explaining the Greek term in each case. [4 marks]

  (iv) What point is Bdelycleon trying to make in this passage. [2 marks]
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Turn over 

(b)     Aristophanes Wasps 849-68

  (i) Describe the general context of this passage. [2 marks]

  (ii) Translate  (lines 856-7). [2 marks]

  (iii) Scan lines 859-60 . [2 marks]

  (iv) Explain two examples of humour to be found in this passage? [4 marks]
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4. Herodotus and the beginnings of history:

(a)     Herodotus 1.26.2-27.2

  (i) How, according to Herodotus, did the Ephesians attempt to protect their 
city? Were they successful? [3 marks]

  (ii) Translate  (lines 19-22). [2 marks]

  (iii)  (lines 23-4).  What do these words 
suggest about Herodotus’ method as an historian? [2 marks]

  (iv)  (line 25).  What do Bias or Pittakos go on to say? How 
does the incident end? [3 marks]
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Turn over 

(b)     Herodotus 1.86.1-3

  (i)  (line 3).  What had the oracle said? How 
was its fulfilment remarkable? [3 marks]

  (ii)  (lines 8-12).  What three 
possible reasons does Herodotus’ give to explain Cyrus’ actions? [3 marks]

  (iii) Translate  (lines 15-17). [2 marks]

  (iv) What had Solon said and done to explain why Croesus was thinking of him 
now? [2 marks]
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5. Socrates portrayed by Plato:

(a)     Plato Apology 21e2-22b5

  (i)  (line 2). What are these two emotions? What 
has caused Socrates to be afflicted by them? [3 marks]

  (ii)  (line 4).  What had the oracle 
claimed about Socrates? How did he attempt to test its truth? [2 marks]

  (iii) Translate  (lines 10-12). [2 marks]

  (iv)  (line 17).  What did Socrates 
hope to learn from reading the poets’ works? What did he in fact learn? [3 marks]
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Turn over 

(b)     Plato Apology 36d4-37b1

  (i)  (line 1).  In what context is Socrates asking this question? 
What is his reply? In what spirit is his answer likely to be received? [3 marks]

  (ii)  (line 5). Explain what is referred to by 
any two of these terms. [2 marks]

  (iii)  (lines 6-7). For what two reasons does 
Socrates argue that he, rather than the others mentioned, should be 
rewarded? [2 marks]

  (iv) Translate  (lines 13-15).  
Why does Socrates mention ? [3 marks]
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 SECTION B [10 marks]

Answer one question from this section.

6. Take one incident from the Iliad and another from the Odyssey and explain in detail why each has 
made a powerful impression on you.

7. ‘Women in Greek tragedies are rarely, if ever, stereotypes.’ Discuss this view in the light of any two 
of the tragedies you have studied.

8. ‘A curious mixture of slapstick and social and political satire.’ Discuss this judgement in the light of 
two Aristophanic plays you have studied.

9. ‘Herodotus’ account of Croesus’ life is designed more to preach morality than to record history.’ Do 
you agree? Justify your opinion.

10. What, in your opinion, are the features of Socrates’ character that emerge from any two of the 
Apology, the Euthyphro and the Phaedo to guarantee his continuing fame?


